
                                         Sacred Heart School 
                               To Learn, To Lead, and To Serve 
                                 8th-Grade Mathematics Syllabus 
Teacher: Ms. Liza Marku                      School Phone: (1914) – 946 -7242 
Phone: (1914) – 946 -7242                     School Address: 59 Wilson St 
Email: lmarku@shshartsdale.org           Hartsdale, NY 10530   
Room: TBA                                 School Website: https://shshartsdale.org 

Welcome to 8th Grade Class. This is the most important course that prepares 
you for High School. My aim as a teacher, is to be humble, inspire students, 
give them hope, understand their purpose in life, value integrity, importance 
of character, hard work, see the world through the eyes faith, embrace and 
recognize their diversity that they bring to the community, and Christ –
Centered. In perspective to academic skills my goal is to provide students 
with a deeper conceptual understanding, procedural fluency, mathematical 
reasoning and problem solving skills to solve real-world problems 
discovering and exploring new things. I look forward to work with you this 
year together to make this year a blessed and a successful school year. My 
Teaching Philosophy is based in three principles or methods, Parents 
Involvement, Aristotle’s Method of Teaching, and Socratic Method of 
Questioning. 

I look forward to work with you this year together to make this year a 
blessed and a successful school year. My Teaching Philosophy is based in 
three principles or methods, Parents Involvement, Aristotle’s Method of 
Teaching, and Socratic Method of Questioning. 

Parent Involvement or Communication  
It is the most important and key factor for me as a teacher and for students’ 
learning because home-school and parent-teacher relationship builds a 
bridge that connects me as a teacher and you as a parent to communicate 
with each other in the daily activities that supports students learning and as 
well as their well being, that motivates them toward success, pursue and 
achieve their goals. 

Aristotle’s Method of Teaching 
Knowing by doing, (involving students by doing and practicing activities 
connected to real-life situations). 
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Knowing by demonstrating, (analyzing the facts, and demonstrating those 
facts along with the strategies repeatedly). 

Knowing by reasoning, (using reason through knowing how to express the 
answers).  

Socratic Method of Questioning  

This method fosters and develops critical thinking and abilities through 
discussions that shapes students views and opinions, because it pushes 
students to deeper thinking to distinguish the difference of what they know 
from what they do not know, that helps me to dig beneath their thinking of 
their ideas. 

Learning Objectives: Are based upon NYSED Common Core Learning  
Mathematics Standards along with eight Mathematical Practices  

https://www.engageny.org/resources/new-york-state-p-12-common-core-learning-
standards-for- mathematics  

https://www.engageny.org

Parents & Families Link how to help your child 
https://www.engageny.org/parent-guides-to-the-common-core-standards

New York Common Core Learning Standards for Mathematics 
In Grade 8, instructional time should focus on three critical areas: (1) 
formulating and reasoning about expressions and equations, including 
modeling an association in bivariate data with a linear equation, and solving 
linear equations and systems of linear equations; (2) grasping the concept of 
a function and using functions to describe quantitative relationships; (3) 
analyzing two- and three-dimensional space and figures using distance, 
angle, similarity, and congruence, and understanding and applying the 
Pythagorean Theorem.  

8.NS: The Number System 
Know that there are numbers that are not rational, and approximate them  
by rational numbers.  
  
 8.EE: Expressions and Equations  
Work with radicals and integer exponents.  
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Understand the connections between proportional relationships, lines, and  
linear equations.  

Analyze and solve linear equations and pairs of simultaneous linear  
equations.  
  
8.F: Functions  

• Define, evaluate, and compare functions.  
• Use functions to model relationships between quantities.  

8. G: Geometry  
Understand congruence and similarity using physical models,    
transparencies, or geometry software.  

Understand and apply the Pythagorean -Theorem.  

Solve real-world and mathematical problems involving volume of  
cylinders, cones and spheres.  
  
 8.SP: Statistics and Probability  
Investigate patterns of association in bivariate data.  

MATERIALS NEEDED 
❖Chrome-books 

❖Math Journals (2 Composition notebooks) 
1- for taking notes in class because class notes are required and should be 
taken in class notebook everyday along with the Do Now’s. 
1-for HW Assignments 

❖Pencil pouch & with at least 3 number 2 pencils sharpened, and eraser  

❖2 red pens to correct the work 

❖1 –inch 3 ring binder with at least 5 tabs - for quizzes, tests, projects, 
and handouts 

❖Calculator –TI-83 or TI-84 Plus to be brought everyday to class 
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❖Graph paper, lined paper 

❖Homework completed daily 

❖Ruler, protactor, and compass 

❖Highlighters at least 3 any color except black 

❖Note: Students who do not have a calculator will be expected to 
complete the test, quiz, or assignment without one. 

❖Remember: Always do your work in pencil and Don’t throw anything 
away but everything should be saved and organized by Date, Lesson, 
and Unit Number to study for future quizzes and tests 

❖In addition, weekly online practices will be assigned for example, Ten 
Marks, IXL, and Castle Learning will be assigned and are due at end 
of the week. 

COURSE POLICIES 
All course policies as outlined by Sacred Heart School Code of Conduct will 
be followed. Students should take their time to read and familiarize 
themselves with the handbook and pay attention to policies regarding the 
academic integrity, homework, attendance punctuality, Internet and 
computer use, make-up assignments, dress code, cell phones and other 
electronic devices. 

ATTENDANCE/PARTICIPATION 
Throughout the year to ensure success in this course regular attendance and 
participation is required. You are required and expected to arrive on time and 
stay for the entire class, be prepared, participate in class and group 
discussions, follow directions, work quietly together on group activities, 
answer questions posed by the teacher, present solutions to homework 
assignments, takes notes on all activities. If you are late or must leave early 
you need to minimize the disruption to the class in these occasions.  

ABSENCES  
It is very important that you attend class daily, and be up-to-date with any 
missing work by asking the teacher at all times since most of the topics are 

!  4



build upon each other, and if you don’t contact the teacher right away, it is 
your responsibility to find out what you have missed during the absent times. 
Assignments will be posted or announced everyday, such as missed tests or 
quizzes and if so upon your return we will schedule a time with me to make 
them up within one week of your return. 

HOMEWORK POLICY
• In addition to work in class for a complete understanding of the topics  
  covered, homework is the most vital part of this course, therefore, students  
  are expected to receive homework in daily basis, completed, and are  
  due the next day. Homework assignments are not considered late if they   
  have been excused, and they will have an extra day to finish the work. 

•All work must be shown with proper heading, including assignment number  
 and date due. Show work in order to receive credit. No work shown no  
credit. 

• Homework will be collected, checked and graded daily based on the effort  
  and completeness.  

• Homework must be done in pencil, on your Homework Notebook. 

• When you come to class and directed to open your HW Notebook be  
  prepared to ask questions about of any problems you had difficulty with.  

• Late assignments will lose 5 points each day. 
  
• Assignments more than a week late will NOT be accepted.  

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
All students must comply with the standards of conduct mandated by the 
Sacred Heart School in the Student Handbook. Any student who violates the 
academic honesty will be considered a violation of the Sacred Heart policies. 
This includes but is not limited to: plagiarism, falsification off data 
information, cheating and false claims. Students who commit these acts are 
subject to lose credit or receive a grade of zero for a particular assignment, 
test, or a quiz. Any incident of academic integrity will be subject to the 
disciplinary meeting with the Assistant Principal, Principal, and a Parent/
Guardian. 
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CLASS RULES 
➢Always be on time - When the bell rings all students must be in their  
      assigned seats. 

➢ Always be prepared - Bring all the required materials to class 

➢Always be respectful to everyone and accept differences. 

(All students will show respect for adults in the classroom, teacher (s), 
others, textbooks, materials, classroom environment, no name calling or 
belittling other students opinions, no chewing gum, no hats, no electronic 
devices, no sleeping, tapping, use soft voices when you speak). 

➢Remember Attitude is everything. 

➢Always be responsible and don’t argue 

➢Always be honest, do your best, participate, and follow directions  
     because you will be assessed at all times 

➢Always Listen 

➢Always stay on task 

➢ Always think before you speak or act 

CONSEQUENCES 
o Warning (1 time) 
o Conference with the teacher 
o Call Home  
o Letter sent home for signature 
o Referral to Principal 

EXTRA HELP  
Feel free to come in for extra help any time but be sure to come in as soon as 
possible as you feel like you are confused or don’t understand. I will be 
available during my lunch- time, any prep times or after school that I have. 
Don’t wait until the last minute!!!  
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GRADING CRITERIA   
Tests: 45%  
Daily Homework: 10%  
Quizzes: 25%  
Classwork/Participation: 20%  

TEST CORRECTIONS 
In order for students to receive extra credits on certain tests and quizzes I 
will give each student an opportunity do test correction to incorrect problems 
they got but they have to show their work step by step, explain how did they 
arrive to a different answer compared with the original test or quiz by 
justifying their answers in complete sentences, and not just answering or 
circling the choices, on a separate loose-leaf paper, stapled along with the 
original quiz or test. 

KEY TO SUCCESS 
Who is accountable for success?  YOU 
Who is the success directly related to? Teacher, You and Your Family. 

To be successful you need to see yourselves and your teachers as partners in 
the learning process, and keep in mind I don’t give grades but you earn 
them. 

WISH LIST-OPTIONAL:(appreciated) 
Printer Paper 
Paper Towels 
Tissue Boxes 
Hand Sanitizer 
Dry Erase markers 
Clorox Wipes 
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Note: The Syllabus is subject to change based upon the discretion of the teacher. 
I have read and understand the expectations for 8th Grade Mathematics 
Syllabus for the 2017 - 2018 school year 

________________________    _________________________  ________ 
        Student Name                          Student Signature                     Date 

Dear Parents, 

Please complete the information below and read the 8th grade syllabus found 
on my web page. Please feel free to email or call me at any time for any 
questions or concerns. 

________________________________     ________________________   
     Dad’s /Guardian’s Name                                  Day Phone Number 

___________________________ 
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Dad’s/Guardian’s email address 

____________________________       _______________________ 
      Mom’s/Guardian’s Name                          Day Phone Number 

_________________________________ 
   Mom’s/Guardian’s email address 

________________________              ____________________________ 
  Parent/Guardian Signature                           Parent Signature 

List any concern or questions 

List your child’s involvement in sports & activities 
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